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PilotMay Have Solved

FlyingSaucerPuzzle
SYDNEY, Friday.—The mystery of flying

saucersmay have been solvedby a
Trans-Australia

Airlines pilot who saw a "saucer'"about 30 miles
south-eastof Sydneyearly to-day.

The pilot, CaptainGordon Savage,

believes the "saucer" he saw
was an illusioncreatedby the planet

Venus risingabove the horizon.

The Professor of Physicsat Sydney

University (Professor Love) said,

that CaptainSavage's theory might
be the

explanation

of flying saucers.

"CaptainSavage'sdescriptionnot
only talliesperfectly with Venus.
but also with most otherplanets,"

he said.

The GovernmentAstronomer
(Mr. Wood) said: "Captain Savage
has no doubtgivena correct and
level-headedexplanation of the
saucer."

Venuscouldbe seen anywhere,

eitherat nightor in the daytime,

he said.

Captain Savageis a formergroup
captainand a

Distinguished
Flying

Cross winner.

The Civil AviationDepartment

and the R.AA.F.are
investigating

his reportof havingseen"a very
brightlight alternatingin colour
from red to white at 15 second
intervals."

CaptainSavageand First Officer

F. E. Hastilowmadethe
following

officialreporton the incident

"Flyingin a northerlydirection

near
Canberra,

on our way to Sydney

we
sighted

to the
eastward

andabove our aircrafta very powerful

whitelight,which alternated

at 15
secondintervals

to a red light.

"We were flyingat 3000 feet.
We continuedto watchfor a while.

It seemedto be
proceeding

on the
samecourseas we were,but at a
considerably faster speed.

"CaptainSavageclimbedto 5000
feet to get a betterlook at the
phenomenon, which was drawing
awayfromus at a highspeed,and
eventually disappeared

into a veil
of

atmospherics,

very much as a
headlightdisappearsinto a fog."

CaptainSavage said: "It was
soon after3.25 a.m. when we first

saw the
phenomenon,

as the planet
Venus,due to appearat thathour,
came over the horizon.It would
be distorted.

"Atmosphericswould magnifyit
and make it appearlargerthan it
was.

"Atmosphericson the curvature

of the earth wouldgiveit the
prismatic effectsand changing colours.

"Beingsmalland at a distance

and very bright, it wouldappearto
be likea plane.
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"The fact that it
disappeared

fromviewat timesis
explained

by
the

presence
of a thicklayerof

stratacloudswith a breakin them
about 100 miles out to sea."


